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rfor no fault of theirs, and said that an unforeseen evil
would befall them The king in fright went to a Rishi,
named Shrutashrava, who gave his son Somashrava
as Upadhyaya to the king and told him that he would
be able to purify him from all his Papakntya^s except
Mahadevakntya The son, however, had one faulty
mz , that he would give to any one any boon asked
of him The king took him on that condition* and
having told his brothers to do whatever he ordered went
to Takshashila which he conquered Here the story*
ends and unfortunately (this is the only place in the
Mahabharata where the context is so hopelessly cut off)
no mention is further made as to what unforeseen evil
befell the brothers and what help Somashrava gave to
the king and what boon was asked of him and by whom^
This Somashrava has not even been mentioned among
the Rishis who were present at the Sarpa Satra per-
formed by Janmejaya Possibly Sauti purposely left*&ut
the remaining story and changed it into the subsequent
story of an Ashwamedha performed by Janmejaya?
given later on in Harivamsha where Indra is sa^d
to have ravished the queen of Janmejaya when ^he
was made to lie down with the slaughtered^ sa6nficial
horse as is laid down by the ntual of Ashwamedha
Janmejaya thereon in anger banished the Brah-
manas engaged in the sacrifice and turned out the
queen from his house He was, however, induced to
accept her back on intercession by the JRishis but
declared that none should thenceforth perform an Ashwa-^
medha This prohibition is still observed by most
Kshatnyas